The Bipartisan

SAFE AND AFFORDABLE TRANSIT ACT of 2025
Rep. Laura Friedman (CA-30) and Rep. Nicole Malliotakis (NY-11)

TOPLINE:

American families should have access to travel options that are safe, affordable and
welcoming. The Safe and Affordable Transit Act will improve safety on America’s
public transit while reducing costs for local taxpayers by creating a new federal grant
program to hire additional police officers and fund physical infrastructure
improvements.

BILL SUMMARY:
The Safe and Affordable Transit Act:
e Establishes a new grant program for transit security, with funds available for
the following activities:
o Hiring additional officers to police public transportation and transit
stations
o Contracting with local police departments to increase officer presence on
public transportation and transit stations
o Physical infrastructure upgrades that promote passenger and operator
safety (including monitoring devices, operator shields, and other
infrastructure changes)
o Authorizes $50,000,000 annually for FY26-FY30 for this program
e Directs the Secretary of Transportation to conduct a study with the
Transportation Research Board, with input from transit employees, on crime
prevention that includes:
o What agencies are currently doing to prevent crime
o What tactics have been successful in deterring crime
o Best practices for transit agencies to reduce crime within public
transportation systems

BACKGROUND:

At the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), serious crime
fell by 43 percent between June 2024 and June 2025, and riders reported feeling
noticeably safer after the deployment of officers riding trains and increasing visible
presence.

KEY SUPPORTERS:
This bill is endorsed by the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) and the Transport
Workers Union (TWU).



https://friedman.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/friedman.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/friedm_026_xml-93.pdf
https://www.wmata.com/about/board/meetings/board-pdfs/upload/3B-FY2025-Annual-Service-Excellence-Report.pdf

